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World Class Schools Quality Mark (WCSQM)  

2021 Awards Ceremony 

Sponsored by ClickView 

You are invited to the annual WCSQM Awards Ceremony on 

Monday 6th December 2021 
at 

THE SHELDONIAN THEATRE - Oxford University,  Broad Street, Oxford, OX1 3AZ 
 

The WCSQM Awards Ceremony is our annual flagship event to celebrate the achievements of our World Class 

schools and students. School students, staff, leaders and parents are invited.  

 

As well as the ceremony itself, there will be university tours, informative sessions hosted by Oxford University’s 

online debating resource, Oxplore, a networking session for headteachers, CEOs, school leaders etc. and the 

opportunity to enjoy the free cultural, educational and architecturally inspiring sights Oxford has to offer. During 

the ceremony we have input from the World Class children’s author Dan Freedman, and the internationally 

acclaimed academic Professor Robert Douglas Fairhurst 

 

You will find below an overview and timings of the pre-ceremony sessions, and the ceremony itself. Spaces on 

pre-ceremony sessions are limited, and advance booking is essential (see ‘How to Reserve your Places’).  

Optional pre-ceremony sessions - The Sheldonian Theatre  
 

4.00 - 5.00pm Enjoy a tour of the Oxford University Colleges, led by Oxford students. Tours start and 
end outside of the Sheldonian. These tours are targeted at  primary and secondary pupils 

5.00 - 5.45pm 
(Secondary schools) 

Oxford University’s Oxplore, The Home of the Big Questions, are hosting two sessions 
for World Class primary and secondary school staff and students on using Oxplore in the 
classroom to spark ideas, tackle complex issues and encourage intelligent curiosity.   5.50 - 6.30pm 

(Primary schools) 

5.15 - 6.45pm 
(Headteachers / 
Principals / CEOs / SLT) 

School leaders are welcome to join us in the  Sheldonian Attic for refreshments and 
networking. This is a unique opportunity to meet school leaders from World Class schools 
UK wide, and enjoy a preview of some of the visually stunning video content from our 
sponsors, ClickView.  

 
Please note while the theatre itself is generously sized, space for moving around inside the building outside the 

theatre itself is very limited and corridors are narrow, so access to the building will be strictly limited to those pre-

registered for the session / ceremony, and entry will only be permitted at the times given. 

mailto:info@worldclass-schools.org
http://www.worldclass-schools.org/
https://www.clickview.co.uk/
https://oxplore.org/about
https://www.danfreedman.co.uk/
https://www.magd.ox.ac.uk/member-of-staff/robert-douglas-fairhurst/
https://oxplore.org/about
https://www.venues.ox.ac.uk/room/attic/
https://www.clickview.co.uk/
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Refreshments will be available for school leaders in the attic, and for staff and students in the downstairs meeting 
room. Please note these cannot be taken into the theatre itself. 

The Awards Ceremony - The Sheldonian Theatre 
 
7.00-8.30pm The Awards Ceremony will include 

● A keynote talk by Professor Robert Douglas Fairhurst, author of the newly published  ‘The 
Turning Point’. 

● A celebration of the 2021 accrediting and reaccrediting schools 
● A presentation from Thahmina Begum, Headteacher at Forest Gate Community School in 

Newham, the WCSQM School of the Year 2020. Thahmina, who recently featured in The 
Guardian for being one of the youngest headteachers in the UK, will present on how the 
school has benefited from their WCSQM accreditation 

● A Q and A with the author Dan Freedman, who is our essay competition judge  
● Presentations from primary and secondary students involved in the accreditation process 
● Awards and commendations presented to students in the following categories: 

○ Essay writing competition - shortlisted and winning students 
○ WCSQM Character Award winners 
○ The World Class School of 2021 - sponsored by ClickView, 

 
Musical performances from World Class schools 
 
8.30pm Photographs 
 
9.00pm Event close 

Further information  

 

The venue 
Centrally located in Oxford’s historic city centre, The Sheldonian Theatre was designed by Sir Christopher Wren, 
built for the University of Oxford in 1664-69. The majestic central theatre boasts golden eagles, flying cherubim, 
gilded thrones and a 32 panel painted ceiling. Many familiar faces have graduated here, including 27 British Prime 
Ministers, 30 international leaders, 50 Nobel Prize winners and 120 Olympic medallists. The 13 carved heads that 
ring the perimeter of the building are an iconic feature of Oxford, their origins steeped in mystery. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lady Mitchell Hall 

mailto:info@worldclass-schools.org
http://www.worldclass-schools.org/
https://www.magd.ox.ac.uk/member-of-staff/robert-douglas-fairhurst/
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2021/sep/02/the-turning-point-by-robert-douglas-fairhurst-review-sparklingly-informative
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2021/sep/02/the-turning-point-by-robert-douglas-fairhurst-review-sparklingly-informative
https://www.worldclass-schools.org/our-schools/forest-gate-community-school/
https://www.theguardian.com/100-teachers/2021/jan/28/a-day-in-the-life-of-one-of-the-uks-youngest-headteachers
https://www.danfreedman.co.uk/
https://www.geog.ox.ac.uk/research/landscape/projects/heritageheads/index.html
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Travel and parking 

The Sheldonian is located on Broad Street, in Oxford’s City Centre.  

Oxford Railway Station is a 15 minute walk away. 

There is no car parking on site, and to avoid city centre congestion we recommend using the convenient Park and 
Ride system. Limited metered parking is available on Broad Street. The nearest car park is Gloucester Green, a five 
minute walk away.   

Food and Accommodation 

Oxford University’s Exeter College, a 4-minute walk from the theatre, has a limited number of single rooms 
available, with a special rate for World Class schools and students of £65 incl VAT and breakfast per single room 
(single standard rooms for students / ensuite rooms for staff). To book, please use the link below, using the 
promotional code WCSQM21 for the World Class schools discounted rate. 

https://www.exeter.ox.ac.uk/conferences/accommodation/bed-and-breakfast/  

There is also a Premier Inn a few minutes’ walk away with rates starting from £47.50 for a single room.  

A wider range of budget friendly accommodation options are also available. 

Within a short walk of the theatre you will find a wide range of cafes, restaurants and shops offering a huge 
choice of places to eat.  

Dress code 
The dress code for the event is formal. We suggest students wear either school uniform or business wear.  
 

Awards 
On the evening we will be awarding schools and students across the following categories - schools whose 

students are nominated for either of these awards will be prioritised: 

School of the Year Award - your school will be contacted about this separately if you have been shortlisted 

Essay Competition Award - the winner and runners up will be awarded, and shortlisted students commended. All 

students that entered the competition are invited to come along for the opportunity to meet and be 

photographed with Dan Freedman. 

Student Character Award - awards will be presented to the winners, runners up and commended students 

nominated by you for their World Class characteristics. You have until 22nd November to nominate your 

students. Find out more about how to nominate your students. 

2021 Accrediting and Reaccrediting Schools - following their award at our virtual Symposium in July, we are 
delighted to be bringing together the staff and students from our 2021 accrediting and reaccrediting schools in 
order to celebrate their achievements publicly and in person. 

 
 

mailto:info@worldclass-schools.org
http://www.worldclass-schools.org/
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/parkandridesites
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/parkandridesites
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/directory_record/2602/broad_street_on-street_parking_-_managed_by_oxfordshire_county_council/category/53/city_centre_car_parks
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/directory_record/339/gloucester_green_car_park/category/53/city_centre_car_parks
https://www.exeter.ox.ac.uk/conferences/accommodation/bed-and-breakfast/
https://www.premierinn.com/gb/en/hotels/england/oxfordshire/oxford/oxford-city-centre-westgate.html?cid=KNC_Gen_G_UK_UK_Eng_Oxford_null_null&mckv=s_dc%7Cpcrid%7C502499107811%7Ckword%7Coxford%20accommodation%7Cmatch%7Cp%7Cplid%7C%7Cpgrid%7C115828225862%7Cptaid%7Ckwd-313491421822%7C&s_kwcid=AL!9693!3!502499107811!p!!g!!oxford%20accommodation!12459965222!115828225862&ef_id=Cj0KCQjw18WKBhCUARIsAFiW7JxF9ZCLmM0tsyNh6DYG9KJkGHtZDs1qPR3Z5_FYGNLX5zLKDDeb2PYaAmyHEALw_wcB:G:s&gclid=Cj0KCQjw18WKBhCUARIsAFiW7JxF9ZCLmM0tsyNh6DYG9KJkGHtZDs1qPR3Z5_FYGNLX5zLKDDeb2PYaAmyHEALw_wcB
https://www.trivago.co.uk/?aDateRange%5Barr%5D=2021-12-06&aDateRange%5Bdep%5D=2021-12-07&aPriceRange%5Bfrom%5D=0&aPriceRange%5Bto%5D=0&iRoomType=7&aRooms%5B0%5D%5Badults%5D=2&cpt2=23380%2F200&hasList=1&hasMap=1&bIsSeoPage=0&sortingId=1&slideoutsPageItemId=&iGeoDistanceLimit=16093&address=&addressGeoCode=&offset=0&ra=&overlayMode=checkOut
https://www.worldclass-schools.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Character-Campaign-Nominations.pdf
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Our event sponsor - ClickView 

 
ClickView is an award winning video platform for primary and 
secondary schools. Access visually stunning, curriculum-aligned 
video content and teacher resources, plus contextual on-demand 
TV. Trusted by over 5000 schools, we put world-class video 
content for effective teaching and learning at the fingertips of 
educators and students. For more information visit 
www.clickview.co.uk  

Pre-ceremony sessions - further information 
 

Drinks reception (for Headteachers / Schools Leaders / SLT) 5.15 - 6.45pm 

School leaders are warmly invited to join us in the impressive Sheldonian attic for refreshments and the 

opportunity to meet and mingle with headteachers, principles and CEOs of World Class schools across the UK. Pre 

booking is essential. Please note the attic is accessible only via a set of steep steps, so if you have any concerns 

about access please let us know. 

Oxplore sessions  

Oxford University’s Oxplore, The Home of the Big Questions, are hosting two sessions on using Oxplore in the 
classroom to spark ideas, tackle complex issues and encourage intelligent curiosity.  These will take place in the 
main theatre. Pre-booking is essential. 
 
5:00-5:45pm -  Secondary schools (students and staff) 
5:50-6:30pm Primary schools (students and staff) 

 

University tours 4.00-5.00pm 

We have arranged with Oxford’s Student Union for a tour of the Oxford University colleges, led by Oxford 

students. These are walking tours beginning and ending at the Sheldonian Theatre, open to students and 

accompanying staff of primary and secondary schools.  Please note spaces are limited and pre-booking is 

essential. We are encouraging accrediting schools whose students worked with each other at the assessment 

centre to book their students on a tour together, so their students can get to meet each other at last.  

Free educational activities nearby 

While you’re in the area why not make a day of it and take the opportunity to explore Oxford’s historic city 

centre, and visit the free educational museums nearby. These are just a few options of things to do locally… 

Museums 

mailto:info@worldclass-schools.org
http://www.worldclass-schools.org/
https://www.worldclass-schools.org/suppliers/clickview/
http://www.clickview.co.uk/
https://oxplore.org/about


 

 

 

WCSQM is a Registered Charity  No. 1176813  info@worldclass-schools.org  www.worldclass-schools.org  

Oxford Museum of Natural History and  Pitt Rivers Museum are situated close together, 

an  8-minute walk to the Sheldonian. Entry is free. Open til 5pm. Last entry 4:15pm. After 30th September the 

museums plan to revert to general admission - i.e. without pre-booking a timed slot in advance. Please check the 

website prior to travel should restrictions be reinstated. 

 

Oxford walks 

 

Oxford botanical walk 

Pictorial tour of Oxford’s medieval wall 

The Oxford Science Walk 

 

Find more options of things to do here: THE 10 BEST Free Things to Do in Oxford  

 

How to reserve your places 

The event is free to attend for accredited schools, but all guests will need to have reserved places in advance. 

We hope to offer places to all the schools and students that would like to attend. In the first instance we would 
ask schools to limit attendees to a maximum of 9 per school - including your school headteacher / principal, and 
up to six students. If a student is attending with their parents/ carers, we will limit numbers in the first instance to 
4 per family.  You can request additional spaces for parents, staff and students and we will be happy to oblige, 
subject to availability. We hope to be able to accommodate everyone that would like to attend, but if we reach 
capacity we will operate a reserve list, prioritising up to 9 places per accredited school, with additional spaces on 
reserve to be confirmed by two weeks in advance, and with priority given to schools and students being awarded 
or commended in any of the Awards categories. 

To reserve your spaces please email maria.georgiou@worldclass-schools.org with the number of places you 
would like to reserve, the details of any pre-event sessions your guests would like to attend, and the names and 
role of all attendees (year group for students / job title for staff). 

We hope you can make it, and look forward to seeing you. 

COVID protocols 

COVID protocols will be sent out to all attendees nearer to the time of the event, in the light of best practice and 
regulation advised by the DfE and Oxford University.   

 

mailto:info@worldclass-schools.org
http://www.worldclass-schools.org/
https://www.oumnh.ox.ac.uk/visit-us
https://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/visit-us
https://www.discoveringbritain.org/activities/south-east-england/walks/oxford-botanical.html
http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/city_wall/index.html
https://www.mhs.ox.ac.uk/features/walk/intro.htm
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attractions-g186361-Activities-zft11292-Oxford_Oxfordshire_England.html
mailto:maria.georgiou@worldclass-schools.org

