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WCSQM IN

2020 – A WORLD CLASS PANDEMIC RESPONSE

Like so many charities UK wide, the Covid-19 pandemic significantly
impacted our activities and services in 2020

A new focus of support
Very quickly in 2020 we adapted our activities to focus on providing much needed support
to schools faced with the challenge of creating an entire home learning platform and
process, and to students struggling to stay motivated in the face of huge change and the
loss of exams, work experience and transition opportunities. Our aim, in line with our
mission, was to provide consistent World Class opportunities and resources, adapted to
work within the challenging new parameters schools faced, to support schools and their
students to stay motivated and to access opportunities that would help World Class
students achieve their potential, regardless of the obstacles they faced.

Activities and resources adapted in response to the pandemic included

World Class Covid friendly student projects
In March 2020 we developed World Class competition projects for primary students of all
year groups, and Year 11-13 students. These provided students with an engaging project to
undertake during lockdown, with reward and certification, and with each project linked to the
WCSQM framework of characteristics.

LinkedIn profile building sessions
In May 2020 we partnered with the global online networking platform LinkedIn to offer free
Zoom tutorials for students in Years 11-13 on developing an effective LinkedIn profile –
giving students the tools to be able to network and research further education and
employment opportunities online.
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Virtual Symposium
In July 2020 our Symposium, due to be taking place at St Marylebone School in London,
took place virtually, with online access shared with all accredited and accrediting schools
and their entire cohort of students. The theme of the Symposium was ‘Building a new World
Class future together’, with a focus on the future of education following the pandemic, and
celebrating the resilience of students during lockdown.

Virtual Assessment
The 2020 assessment centre, due to take place at St Cuthbert’s Catholic High School in
Newcastle in October, was adapted to take place virtually across a five-month period at the
start of 2021.

#BeCreative2020
The WCSQM Be Creative initiative invited schools to
share their students’ World Class creativity on World
Earth Day, 22nd April 2020. It proved to be the ideal
project for students to express their creativity in
lockdown.

Creativity takes on Covid
In December 2020, at the end of a challenging year for
schools and their students, we launched the ‘Creativity
takes on Covid’ competition, inviting students to submit
their creative response to the Covid-19 pandemic. This
initiative was launched in partnership with Forest Gate
Community School, whose students and staff judged and
awarded the winning entries.

Development of the online WCSQM app
In 2020 we partnered with software developers Plusier to develop an online version of the
WCSQM framework of characteristics, to which schools could subscribe to give their entire
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student cohort access to an easy-to-use app to develop and demonstrate their World Class
characteristics.
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIR OF TRUSTEES
WCSQM are very proud to have survived the pandemic, given how hard the third sector has been hit.
In 2020, we worked unrelentingly to provide our accrediting and accredited schools with bespoke
support, adding value for their students, and we were delighted by the positive feedback we received
from our schools, thanking us for sticking with them during challenging times. The gratitude goes
both ways.
Despite the challenges of social distancing and lockdown, we were able to deliver our assessment
processes virtually, even though typically we rely on ‘real life’, ‘in person’ experiences as part of our
accreditation. We applaud our 13 schools that reaccredited, and 23 schools that began the
accreditation process in 2020 and attained world class status in 2021. Of course, we could not
accredit without our dedicated team of World Class assessors, students from our World Class
schools. For the first year, we had student assessors training from two primary schools, who did their
schools proud with their dedication and commitment to the process.
We are very excited about the launch of our web-based app, which will open up the opportunity to
develop, recognise and celebrate World Class characteristics to more and more non-selective state
school students. Our work with our corporate partner LinkedIn has affirmed that the development
and demonstration of skills and competencies is the way forward for our World Class students to
flourish in the global economy.
We were not daunted by lockdown in that our flagship event, in July, our Symposium, was perhaps
the best ever. Working in partnership with our lead school, Sandringham, a national Edtech
demonstrator school, enabled us to use technology in a cutting-edge way to access more staff and
students to the event than we have ever managed before.
Unfortunately, we had to defer our Awards Ceremony to March 2021, but can report that it was as
successful as the Symposium, garnering over 950 views.
This challenging year has proved to us, as a charity, that the World Class characteristics we
champion are the qualities required to thrive, even in the most challenging of times. We remain ever
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committed to our mission of supporting students to develop these skills and competencies, to
overcome socio-economic barriers, and to
become their best selves.

Matthew O’Connor, Chair of the Board of Trustees
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OUR ACTIVITIES IN

2020

Accreditation
The accreditation process traditionally takes place in September – October, consisting of a
self-audit video submission created by students, and student participation in an assessment
centre, a real-life project, due to be hosted in 2020 by World Class accredited St Cuthbert’s
Catholic High School in Newcastle.

At the start of 2020, we had 23 secondary schools and 26 primary schools apply to
undertake the WCSQM accreditation process,.

Two special schools, St Giles School in Derby, and Sherbourne Fields School in Coventry,
successfully achieved WCSQM accreditation in 2020, having begun the adapted process for
special schools in 2019.

The Assessment Centre 2020
Due to Covid-19 the assessment centre was adapted to take place virtually, with students
from each participating school working in groups virtually to complete the project. Ongoing
school closures and student isolation meant holding the assessment centre on one day was
not feasible, and so the project was delayed, with the deadline extended, to take place in
January – June 2021.

Due to the many obstacles and challenges presented by Covid-19, some schools took the
decision to withdraw or postpone their accreditation application. For primary schools in
particular the ability to facilitate regular online communication with other schools proved
very challenging. Fifteen secondary schools and eight primary schools went on to complete
www.worldclass-schools.org
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the virtual assessment centre in 2021, which was facilitated and supported by St Cuthbert’s
Catholic High School.

A list of schools successfully awarded
the Quality Mark following their students’
participation in the delayed 2020/21
assessment centre can be found on our
website here.

For the schools able to participate, the
assessment centre gave their students the opportunity to engage in a high-quality activity to
develop invaluable communication and vocational skills, at a time when almost all other

extra-curricular activities had been cancelled.

Reaccreditation
Quality Mark status is awarded biennially, to ensure the integrity of the Mark. Traditionally,
reaccreditation takes the form of a ‘light touch’ peer to peer assessment, giving World Class
reaccrediting school students the opportunity to assess each other. Schools are given a
school year to complete the reaccreditation process, to allow them to flexibly manage the
process around school commitments.

By the end of 2020, thirteen of the fourteen schools eligible for reaccreditation (Cohort 4)
successfully achieved reaccreditation. The process was adapted in March 2020 for schools
that hadn’t yet completed the process, to allow peer to peer assessment to take place
virtually. Ten schools had successfully completed the reaccreditation process by summer
www.worldclass-schools.org
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2020. The remaining three schools requested an extension due to the challenges posed by

Covid-19, and were awarded reaccreditation in December 2020.

Partnerships

The WCSQM Supplier Network
2020 was the second year running our WCSQM Supplier Network, a network of
organisations recommended by World Class schools, that we in turn recommend to the
network as a whole to facilitate partnerships between World Class schools and World Class
suppliers to the education sector, with the ultimate aim of improving education and
opportunities for young people.

Our challenge with the supplier network as it grows in number is how to best promote the
organisations directly to schools in a way that is relevant and appealing, and how to ensure
we justify the albeit minimal membership fee suppliers pay to join, by ensuring consistent
access to World Class schools.

In 2020 we adapted the supplier network in a number of ways to offer value to both schools
and suppliers:
● We created a WCSQM supplier logo that members can use to promote their supplier
network membership, showing visually that they have been recommended by World
Class accredited schools.
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● We offered member organisations the option of purchasing a WCSQM plaque (at our
discounted cost price) to put up in their place of work promoting their membership
● During lockdown we created a page on our website dedicated to promoting suppliers’
lockdown offers, which were also communicated via email directly to schools.
● We now inform suppliers prior to sending each termly newsletter, giving them the
chance of submitting relevant content to promote their organization.

Six new suppliers joined the network in 2020:
Strengthening Minds

Camps International

DAISI Education

Go 4 Schools

Hi-Impact Consultancy

Educake

Of the eleven suppliers due to renew their membership in 2020, ten suppliers renewed, one
chose not to renew.

Charity partnerships
The challenging Covid restrictions, reduced staff hours and changing priorities meant some
initiatives, such as our charity partnerships, could not be developed due to lack of time and
resources. We did however form links with a new charity through our virtual Symposium –
mathematics charity MEI is now a partner and promoted on our website. MEI hosted a
popular session on mathematics support for schools at the Symposium.

Education partnerships
In 2020 we further developed the relationship formed with Cambridge University, who
hosted the 2019 Awards Ceremony in December at Lady Mitchell Hall, where the Trinity
College Cambridge Director of Admissions, Glen Rangwala, presented. Through Glen we
have linked with Jon Datta, Outreach Coordinator at Trinity College, who in 2020 worked
www.worldclass-schools.org
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with us and with leading academics at Trinity to run a ‘Subject Passion’ online CPD
programme across a range of subjects.

The aim of the programme is to create links between teaching at school and teaching at
university, and address the challenges of transition for students from 6th form to university,
through fostering a passion for the subject in both teachers and students. The sessions
began in the autumn term of 2020 as a trial, and as they were so popular they continued into
2021. Sessions were open to all schools UK wide, and has allowed us / Trinity to form a
database of over 500 teachers / subject leaders who signed up to the sessions. Recordings
of all sessions and accompanying teaching resources have been made into a WCSQM
resource, available on request via the WCSQM website.

Corporate partnerships
LinkedIn
In 2020 we further developed our partnership with LinkedIn to offer online sessions for
students in Years 11-13 on building their LinkedIn profile. At a time when students were
unable to access the in-person transition and open day events they relied on to help them
find further education and employment opportunities, LinkedIn offered a tool to help
students access the information they needed online, and also to help them get noticed by
higher education providers and employers. A session was also held for school staff on using
LinkedIn to promote their school as World Class, and tailored follow-up sessions were held
for Year 11-13s to provide further support with building their profile.

The sessions for both schools and students were very popular, and WCSQM has continued
to work with LinkedIn to offer these sessions more regularly, and to offer both schools and
students access to wider information and resources from LinkedIn, including the top
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trending skills employers are looking for (shared via a live session at the 2021 virtual
Symposium).

Plusier
In 2020 we partnered with software developers Plusier to develop an online, interactive
web-based app of the WCSQM framework of characteristics. This interactive app was
developed with the dual purpose of broadening the impact and benefit of the framework
among students in accredited schools, as well as giving non-accredited schools a tool they
could use as a benchmark for their application eligibility, to replace the current Ofsted
excellent rating.

We are incredibly grateful to Plusier for carrying out this development on a pro bono basis,
giving us the opportunity to reach our target for developing an online assessment tool and
broadening the impact of the WCSQM framework ahead of time, and at a time when online
capability is essential. (See ‘Making our 2020 Vision a Reality’ for more information on the
app and its development.)

Events and sponsorship

Sponsorship of events
Traditionally, our two flagship events, the Symposium in July, and Awards Ceremony in
December, are sponsored – usually by one of our World Class suppliers. Due to Covid,
neither of these events could take place in person in 2020, however the Symposium did take
place virtually, and so we were in a position to offer sponsorship opportunities in a slightly
different way to our partner organisations. The Awards Ceremony scheduled for December
was postponed to 2021.
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WCSQM Virtual Symposium
Originally scheduled to take place at St
Marylebone School in London, the
Symposium on 8th July instead was held
virtually, hosted by the Sandringham
School’s (a lead WCSQM school) Edtech
platform, ClickMeet.

The theme of the Symposium was ‘Building a new World Class future together’, with a focus
on the World Class skills, competencies and characteristics students would need to
overcome the obstacles imposed by Covid, to secure their future. Over the course of the
day, across two virtual ‘rooms’, a total of 22 sessions were held, some live, some
pre-recorded, for a combined audience of school staff, and students of different year
groups. Sessions included:

-

A live keynote talk from Professor Russell Viner, President
of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, on
the impact of Covid-19 on adolescents’ mental health and
learning.

-

University outreach sessions from Churchill / Fitzwilliam/
Trinity Colleges, Cambridge and Bishop Grosseteste University.

-

Sharing of World Class education best practice from member schools and partner
organisations.

-

A virtual Awards Ceremony celebrating students that had entered the lockdown
competitions, reaccrediting schools and the outstanding achievements and creativity
of World Class students in lockdown.

-

A gallery of creative pieces from our World Class schools and students
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605 attendees (staff and students) registered for Room 1 of the Symposium, 328 for Room 2.
The highest number of attendees at any one time was 186, for Professor Viner’s keynote

talk. Recordings of all sessions were shared with registered participants after the event.

Sponsorship of the 2020 Virtual Symposium

Relevant organisations, including supplier network members, school supply agencies and
other organisations and charities in the education sector, were invited to sponsor the event.
A number of sponsorship options were provided, from sponsoring an award (£250), featuring
an advert (£500) or hosting a session (£750).

We had four World Class suppliers and one partner charity, take up the opportunity to host a
session, which included:
-

MEI – Preparing your students for studying Maths when your school reopens

-

Tassomai – sessions on EdTech, and best practice teaching of Maths and English

-

Educake – World Class practice in remote science learning for disadvantaged
students

-

BlueSky Education - Come back leading stronger

-

DAISI Education – Know the Score (a session focusing on analysis of data on learning
loss)
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Sponsored sessions were very positively received, with high attendance numbers. Both live
and pre-recorded sessions featured a live q&a session, allowing for interactivity between the
session hosts and attendees, and videos of all sponsored sessions were featured on the
WCSQM website after the Symposium, allowing sponsors to benefit from increased and
ongoing promotion.
Sponsored sessions raised a total of £3,375 (MEI as a charity received a 50% discount on

the sponsorship fee).
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Alumni Association
After a positive year in 2019 with membership doubling thanks to Alumni presence and
recruitment at events, and increased activity on social media, led by a proactive Alumni
Association Committee, the loss of events in 2020 saw a reduction in the number of new
members joining the Association. However, the Alumni Committee remained active on social
media and presented a very popular session at the Symposium in July.

Alumni Association activities in 2020 included:

● Posts on social media – Instagram, Facebook and Twitter –
sharing different ways to get involved, university open day
information, a sixth form ‘survival guide’, and during
lockdown – messages of support from World Class
students in Spain.
● The Alumni Association Committee presented a very popular session at the virtual
Symposium in July, attracting an audience of over 100 staff
and students.
● Chloe Smith, Alumni Association committee member, and
winner of the 2019 student of the year award, was awarded
the Diana Award, following a nomination from WCSQM.

Future development of the Alumni
Association
As restrictions ease, plans are in place for exciting developments in 2021 including:
www.worldclass-schools.org
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● The existing committee members, all now in their second year of university and facing
challenging work schedules and time commitments, will be handing over to a new
committee of Alumni students, motivated to facilitate the growth and development of
the Association.
● Former St Mary’s pupil Danny Cooper, has taken on a volunteer position as Alumni
Development Coordinator, dedicating his time to working with the committee and
supporting the development of the Alumni Association.
● The new committee have developed a plan for extending the reach and influence of
the Association including trips to universities, a new charity programme, and a
dedicated LinkedIn development role.

Engaging primary school Alumni students
Engaging Alumni students in primary schools was particularly challenging during lockdown,
as we were unable to reach them in the same way via social media. However, the lockdown
competitions and #BeCreative initiative were particularly well received by primary schools
who used the opportunity to offer alternative, high quality home learning activities to
students.

Despite the drop in the number of submissions
due to Covid, we received the highest number
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of essay competition entries from primary school students in 2020, compared to previous
years.

Two primary schools, Sneinton St Stephen’s in Nottingham, and Morley Newlands Academy
in Leeds, took on the role of primary student assessors for the 2020/21 assessment centre.

2020 Essay Writing Competition
Our annual essay writing competition was launched in 2020 by this
year’s judge, Sarah-Jayne Blakemore, Professor of Psychology at
the University of Cambridge, at the 2020 Virtual Symposium.

Sarah-Jayne’s essay question in 2020 was:

“School classrooms look the same across history and across countries.
But is the classroom the best way to educate future generations in the
21st century?
What would the ideal education system look like?”

The competition welcomed entries from primary pupils in Years 4-5, and secondary students
in Years 9-10. As one of our most popular initiatives, this was once again very well received
by schools, particularly as this was something students could take part in from home, and
therefore provided an ideal lockdown activity.

Unsurprisingly however, given the challenges schools faced during lockdown and managing
remote learning during school closures and periods of isolation, submissions in 2020 were
lower than in previous years, with 55 entries from 22 schools (compared to 97 entries from
36 schools in 2019).
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When announcing the winners Sarah-Jayne praised the research, eloquence and maturity of
the writers. On behalf of WCSQM and Sarah-Jayne Blakemore we would like to thank every
student that took the time to submit their brilliantly written and researched essay to this
year’s competition, and congratulations go to this year’s winner, Caitlin Hoyle, Year 10,
President Kennedy School. Caitlin’s essay, and those of the two runners up, Shaili Joshi,
Featherstone High School, and Grace Rolinson, also President Kennedy School, can be
found on the WCSQM website.

Due to Covid we were unable to offer the winners the usual prize of a visit and tour of the
judge’s place of work, but we were delighted to invite the winners to launch the 2021 essay
competition.
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MAKING OUR 2020 VISION A REALITY
Our 2019 Annual Report highlighted a vision for 2020 with a focus on three key areas:

1. Creating a robust framework with the capacity to award all World Class education
providers, independently of their Ofsted rating.
2. Strengthening and broadening the impact of the WCSQM framework
3. Growing the impact of the WCSQM Alumni Association

The WCSQM characteristics framework app
The WCSQM online characteristics framework application was developed in 2020, and
officially launched to schools in January 2021. It has been designed to meet the first two
targets above by:
1. Giving schools and their students access to an online version of the WCSQM skills
and competencies framework, that students can use to develop and evidence their
World Class characteristics across each of the different areas. The app can now be
used by any World Class education provider as a benchmark to prove their eligibility
for accreditation, thereby creating a robust assessment tool independent of Ofsted.
2. While previously, the WCSQM accreditation process assessed a small section of a
school’s student cohort, the app will now give every student in every accredited /
applicant / subscribing school access to the framework, significantly strengthening
and broadening its impact.
Two versions of the app have been developed to access the primary and secondary school
frameworks. The secondary school framework is based around six different areas, while the
primary framework focuses on three.

Secondary framework areas…
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Primary framework areas…

Growing the impact

of the WCSQM

Alumni Association
While Covid-19 significantly impacted our planned Alumni Association activities and
development in 2020, we will be starting 2021 with some very exciting plans that we hope
will help us significantly grow the impact of the Alumni Association, including:

-

From February 2021 we will be joined by a passionate and proactive volunteer, Danny
Cooper, an alumni student himself, having previously studied at one of our lead
schools, St Mary’s College in Hull, who is taking on the role of Alumni Development
Coordinator, and is dedicated to growing the reach and impact of the Association.

-

A new team of students will be elected in July 2021 to form the new Alumni
Association Committee, bringing with them exciting new ideas and enthusiasm.

-

We hope over time that funds from a growing number of app subscriptions can be
dedicated to Alumni Association development and engagement activities such as
events and resources to support alumni students.
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MEASURING IMPACT
Jack Kennedy, Alumnus, 18
Jack was in Year 12 when he participated in the WCSQM Assessment
Centre held at UTC Reading in 2019. He was so inspired he went on to
recommend his school, St Cuthbert’s Catholic School in Newcastle,
lead the next WCSQM Assessment Centre, where he took the lead
managing the logistics of the event and acting as mentor for the
participating students. Jack has recently taken on the role of Chair of
the WCSQM Alumni Association.

Working with World Class Schools has been an eye and door opener. From meeting
students all across the country to my own experience moving into higher education,
WCSQM has given me the opportunity to champion and celebrate young people and
our achievements.
My journey with WCS has been almost cyclical: I started accreditation for my school in
2019 in Newcastle, attended the assessment centre at UTC Reading, celebrated our
obtaining of the mark at Lady Mitchell Hall, Cambridge, joined the Alumni Association
and then brought the assessment centre back home this year. At every stage of this
journey, I have grown academically, socially and developed my employability.
This journey is in no way over. Since becoming the chair of the Alumni Association, our
board are continuing to share this experience with other students and expand just as
the previous board did for us.
The pandemic has brought about new terminology, technology and ultimately a
different way of life. It has without a doubt been challenging and a horrific
environment to navigate for everyone (never mind young people!). This year’s virtual
assessment centre and our incoming expanded committee has demonstrated to me
World Class Students rising to the challenge. I’m looking forward to seeing how this
continues and what is next especially for our Alumni Association.
Soon I’m going to begin studying Geography at St Andrews and it’s clear to me
reflecting now that World Class Schools has been a huge part of my journey here. For
the next cohort, World Class Schools will be a formative part of their journey too.
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My work with WCSQM has been life-changing. Academically, it has given me the
opportunity to get into different programmes and schemes and played a large part in
my application for scholarships in America, including MIT and CalTech, to study
robotic engineering. Without WCSQM I wouldn’t have met the criteria to apply for
these.
WCSQM truly provides some unique experiences for students. How many 17-year-olds
can say they’ve given a speech at the University of Cambridge on an international
alumni they helped to design? I’m incredibly grateful for the opportunities and support
WCSQM offers and I’m very much looking forward to many more future experiences
with them.”

Grace Rolinson, Year 10 Student, President Kennedy School
“I was first introduced to WCSQM when I was invited to be part of the accreditation
team at my school in Year 7. It was an
opportunity I relished given that I had no
knowledge of the organisation prior to this.
My eyes were opened when I realised the
amount of work that goes into achieving the
World Class Schools Quality Mark status.
Following this experience, I knew I wanted to
get involved further with WCS and, when the
WCSQM 2020 Essay Competition title was
announced, I realised I wanted to take part to
showcase my writing skills. During this
process, I was able to broaden my skill set; for
example, learning new methods of
referencing and optimising my research
techniques.
I was pleasantly surprised when I was
honoured third place out of so many essays,
across a variety of World Class schools. From
this, I was thrilled to be contacted to make my
own essay tips video for the following year's
competition. I was able to give those entering the 2021 competition an insight into
essay writing whilst simultaneously adapting to the current climate of the pandemicrecording my tips on PowerPoint.
After my video, I was invited to represent President Kennedy in the 2021 Virtual
Symposium, where I interviewed best-selling children’s author, Dan Freedman, this
year's judge of the WCSQM Essay Competition. The chance to work alongside Dan
www.worldclass-schools.org
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Freedman was incredible and his advice on topics such as rejection was particularly
inspiring. The interview process was all new to me, I had never interviewed somebody
live before and I was able to broaden my transferable skills by improving my
confidence with public speaking as well as strengthening my professionalism in a
formal situation. I am now a member of the WCSQM Alumni Association and hope to
work with WCS in the future. I am sincerely grateful that I have had the chance to
work on such innovative projects, experiences that I will definitely highlight my CV in
the future and make me a better student.

Danielle Finlay, Deputy Headteacher, Sandringham School
Sandringham School in St Albans was one of the first adopter WCSQM
schools, accredited in 2014. Sandringham actively advocates for World
Class skills and competencies across its entire student cohort, having
incorporated regular opportunities for students to explore what makes
them World Class, into its outstanding curriculum. Danielle Finlay leads
on embedding an understanding of being World Class at student, staff
and leadership level, at Sandringham School.

“We are a World Class School because of our students. Not only do they embody the
characteristics expected of the World Class Schools Quality Mark, but they set the
direction for change at Sandringham. By taking advantage of the unique opportunities
and experiences promoted by the WCSQM, our students have been able to work
alongside students from many other schools; they have taken part in speech and
essay competitions where they have showcased their perspective, helping to shape
and define perceptions of what can and should be achieved by young people.
The true impact of being a World Class School is in the students and their perception
of themselves; our students feel empowered to be bold, to challenge, and to vocalise
their opinions responsibly. This movement has seen the creation of an internal
newspaper, which voices their perspective of global challenges such as: the pandemic
and the impact it has had on young people; the presentation of young people in the
media and their supposed responsibility for the second wave; sustainability and
personal responsibility; mental health and recovery. This was showcased when
Sandringham School hosted and ran aspects of the WCSQM annual symposium in
www.worldclass-schools.org
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2021; our young people ran a speech competition which encouraged young people all
over the country to reflect on how they may ‘better themselves’. They also hosted a
live debate on some of the potential issues raised by perceiving themselves as ‘World
Class’ and how this should be interpreted to create a supportive and responsible
community who sees strength in numbers rather than in an individual. This year has
seen an increase in the profile of what it means to be ‘World Class’ coupled with a
campaign to be heard. We are so proud of how our students have chosen to use their
voice – their responsibility, humility and pride has been inspiring.
At Sandringham, we believe that ‘everybody can be somebody’. This works in
complete harmony with what it means to be ‘World Class’: everybody should be the
best version of themselves, celebrate the strengths of others, and work together to
make a positive difference in their local and wider communities. In this sense, ‘World
Class’ has become the ingrained standard at Sandringham, and our students and staff
strive to develop this, such that ‘World Class’ is continually adapting as a fluid and
mutually understood way of living in our Sandringham community.”
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OUR VISION FOR

2021

Looking forward, we are hopeful 2021 will bring with it a return to the face-to-face events
and networking opportunities that we know have the most positive impact on our schools
and their students. 2020 has proved that adaptability is key, and to come out of the
pandemic stronger we hope to bring together more of the high-quality online events,
activities and resources that we know will continue to be vital, and to combine these with the
visits and events that give students, alumni and school staff/leaders the unique networking
and relationship building experiences that help them to be World Class. We are confident
that our offer adds value to students that they have lost during Covid, and we are looking to
develop our impact strategy to prove this.

In 2021 we will…

Adapt the WCSQM online characteristics framework to
ensure maximum impact and value for World Class
schools
While we are incredibly proud of our exciting new app, and very grateful to Plusier for
working with us to create it, we are realistic about the challenges that come with maintaining
and constantly improving it to ensure as a product it meets all the necessary criteria around
security, design, usability and capabilities in line with changing technology. To this end we
have a number of key goals for 2021, to be funded by early subscription fees:
-

To work with a dedicated app development manager who can take on the role of
maintaining and improving the app, in partnership with Plusier

-

The original application has been set up and runs from a Plusier.com platform. Going
forward we would like to move the app so it functions from a dedicated WCSQM
branded platform.
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-

The app in its current format allows students to upload evidence and descriptions of
their World Class characteristics, all of which they can then access via the app itself.
Going forward, we would like to improve the app’s capability to allow students to be
able to download their evidence as a PDF that can be shared with future employers
and higher education organisations, and to link the app directly with platforms like
LinkedIn, so students’ evidence can easily transfer to populate students’ LinkedIn
profile.

-

We hope to create a third online framework for special schools

Strengthen links with education partners to increase
funding and World Class opportunities
In 2021 we plan to strengthen our links with Trinity College,
Cambridge, to offer wider access opportunities for our schools and
students. We hope to do this by:
-

Capitalising on the Subject Passion CPD sessions by making these available to a
wider number of schools on an ongoing basis, by extending these sessions to include
academics from a wider range of subjects, and developing further initiatives to link
schools with Trinity College and other universities, in order to improve access to
higher education.

-

Applying for a Trinity College bursary to help us fund access to the WCSQM
framework to schools that would benefit but are unable to fund the subscription fee,
and improve access to the Alumni events and opportunities for students by funding
transport and other event costs for disadvantages students.

-

Applying to Trinity College for funding and support to develop our impact strategy.

In addition, we hope to develop links with more prestigious universities UK wide, to increase
access opportunities for our World Class students.
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Develop relationships with new and existing partners
with a view to growing the opportunities offered by
WCSQM for the benefit of World Class students
We have seen firsthand the positive impact of partnerships with LinkedIn and Cambridge
University in supporting students to access information and opportunities that will shape
their future, in a way they may not otherwise have been able to. Going forward our aim is to
prioritise the development of similar key partnerships with individuals and organisations that
offer our schools ‘money can’t buy’ experiences and resources to improve the World Class
education and opportunities they can offer to their students.
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A BIG THANK YOU TO…
We would like to sincerely thank our event sponsors, World
Class supplier network members and the individuals and
organisations that have supported WCSQM in 2020, working
to improve the quality of state education in the UK,
including…

Our Supporters…

Alfie Dale, Video Editor

CiC EAP

Hi-Impact Consultancy

Aspens Services

CREATE Education

Lytle Associates Architects

BlueSky Education

DPR

Performance Learning

Camps International

DAISI Education

Pobble

Chameleon Training &
Consultancy

Educake

Strengthening Minds

Edulink One

Tassomai

CPOMS

Go 4 Schools

Thisislanguage.com

Cambridge University –
with special thanks to:

Plusier software
developers – with special
thanks to:

LinkedIn – with special
thanks to:

Jon Datta, Outreach
Coordinator

Jamie Ridyard, CEO

Dr Glen Rangwala, Director
of Admissions
Sarah-Jayne Blakemore,
Professor of Psychology

Special thanks to the
following for creating
classroom resources to
accompany the Subject
Passion CPD sessions…

Dr Chris Rauh, Faculty of
Economics

Andrew Somerville, The
Charter School, North
Dulwich

Imre Leader, Professor of
Pure Mathematics

John Bayle, Thomas Mills
High School
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Charles Hardy, Higher
Education Client Partner
Mark Walton, Global Client
Director
Ralph Blunden,
Relationship Manager
Emily Maynard
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Dr Richard Hayward, Senior
Lecturer in Microbiology

Cicely Alsbury / Ella Elms,
St Mary’s College, Hull

And a huge thank you to all our accredited World Class schools for their dedication to not
just the assessment process but to consistently providing a high-quality education for their
students…

Our Schools…
Alexandra Park School

Hillcrest Academy

Seven Kings School

Balcarras School

Hitchin Girls’ School

Sir Jonathan North College

Beal High School

Holland Park School

St Albans Girls’ School

Beckfoot School

Hugh Myddelton Primary

St Anthony’s Girls’
Academy

Bennett Memorial Diocesan

Humberston Academy

St John the Baptist School

Berkeley Academy

Hungerhill School

St Thomas More School

Bishop Challoner Boys’ /
Girls’

Ivybridge Community
College

Stormont House School

Bishop Ramsey CoE
School

Kenilworth School & 6th
Form

The Charter School

Bluecoat Wollaton
Academy

King Ecgbert School

The Heathland School

Bosworth Academy

Langley Park School for
Boys

The Morley Academy

Cardinal Hume Catholic
School

Liscard Primary School

Thomas Jones Primary

Carmel College

Morley Newlands Academy

Trinity Academy Halifax

Chelsea Academy

Nower Hill High School

Waldegrave School

Churchill Special Free
School

Painsley Catholic College

Weydon School

Clapton Girls’ Academy

Parkside Academy

Wymondham College

Claremont High School

Riddlesdown Collegiate

President Kennedy School

Coloma Convent Girls’

Rushcliffe School

Roundhay School

Cranford Community
College

Sedgefield Community
College

Sandringham School

Darrick Wood School

Sir Christopher Hatton

Sherbourne Fields School

Dixons Kings Academy

Southam College

Sidney Stringer Academy
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Elizabeth Garrett Anderson

St Andrew’s Catholic
School

Sneinton St Stephen’s
Primary

Featherstone High School

St Cuthbert’s Catholic High

St Aloysius Catholic
Federation

Finham Park School

St Stephen’s Catholic
Primary

St Clement Danes School

Forest Gate Community
School

Stormont House School

St Giles School

Fulbridge Academy

The Bishop of Llandaff
School

St Mary’s College

George Spencer Academy

The Green School for Girls

St Wilfrid’s RC College

Harris Academy Battersea

The Holy Cross School

The Ashley School
Academy

Harris Academy
Beckenham

The St Marylebone C of E

The Farnley Academy

Harris Chafford Hundred

Tolworth Girls’ School

The Herts & Essex High

Harris Academy Greenwich

UTC Reading

The Ruth Gorse Academy

Harris Academy Morden

West Thornton Primary

Thomas Mills High School

Harris Academy Crystal
Palace

Wren Academy

Tudor Grange Academy

Harris Primary Coleraine
Park

Piper Hill High School

Weatherhead High School

Hayes School

Riverbank Academy

Winton Primary

Hazelbeck Special School

Salesian School

Wyndham Primary
Special thanks go to…

Forest Gate Community School – and their expressive arts faculty, for doing such a fantastic
job leading on and judging the Creativity Takes on Covid competition.
King Ecgbert School – and their English faculty and students for taking on the incredibly
challenging role of shortlisting the fantastic Essay Competition submissions.
St Cuthbert’s Catholic High School – with a special thanks to Deputy Headteacher Thomas
Rogers, and Year 12 WCSQM Alumnus Jack Kennedy, for creating and managing the WCSQM
Assessment Centre Project, and to Alfie Jones, Year 8, and James Vincent, Year 13, for creating
videos and tutorials for the benefit of participating students.
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Our World Class Students…
We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the many World Class
students that worked with us this year through their school’s assessment, or as
Shadow or Qualified Assessors.

Particular thanks goes to our WCSQM Alumni Association committee
members, Elif Karanis, Titus Takyi Adarkwa, Tanya Dhliwanyo (all pictured
right), Chloe Smith, Jack Kennedy, Lara Hall, Sophie Angel and Ben
Conroy for their time and dedication to growing the Association for the
benefit of their peers.
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We would like to extend our sincere thanks to all the students that took the time to create
and submit a piece of work for one of our competitions in 2020.

Finally, we would like to congratulate all our World Class students UK wide for their
resilience and positivity in a year of great challenge and adversity. You are an inspiration to
us all.

Congratulations go to…
Essay competition winners
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Caitlin Hoyle, Year 10, President Kennedy School
Shaili Joshi, Year 9, Featherstone High School
Grace Rolinson, Year 9, President Kennedy School

Creativity takes on Covid competition winners
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Angelica Chapman, Year 10, Babington Academy
Nia Zholyazkova, Year 7, The Holy Cross School
Christa Stadler, Year 10, Hertfordshire and Essex High School

Year 11 Lockdown Competition Project winners
Romana Ammer-Ishaque and Reuben Hallsworth-Woods, Bluecoat Wollaton Academy

Year 13 Lockdown Competition Project winners
Alma Vonmoos Grace, Clapton Girls’ Academy
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STRUCTURE GOVERNANCE & MANAGEMENT
Structure
World Class Schools Quality Mark was first registered as a charity in 2018. As a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (CIO) our objectives are to advance education for the public benefit by
awarding the “World Class Schools Quality Mark”, an award that involves assessing all students
against a framework of skills and competencies relevant to their educational development with the
overall aim of developing students, motivating them to achieve high standards and promoting
exceptional performance in secondary education.

Trustees
The Board of Trustees currently comprises four members who meet quarterly to review strategy,
business plans and operations. Our Trustees have ultimate responsibility for ensuring our charity is
well-run and delivering our charitable outcomes for the benefit of the public for which it has been set
up.

Management of the Charity
The activities of World Class Schools Quality Mark are managed by a Senior Management Team
(SMT) comprised of a Director, a Project Manager and Assessment Manager. The Trustees delegate
the day-to-day operational running of the charity to the SMT, in line with the charity’s strategic plan.

Student Volunteers
As a charity prioritising the enhancement of educational opportunities for students, offering
meaningful, rewarding and skills building volunteering opportunities for students is key to our charity
objectives. We therefore rely on World Class students, supported by their school, to take on a
diverse range of roles as project managers, assessors, networkers, and influencers. Management
and recruitment of volunteers is undertaken in line with our Volunteer Management Policy.

Trustees
Mr Matthew O’Connor, Chair of Trustees

Dr Jerry Toner

Mr Alan Gray

Ms Katherine Hewin
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Banker
Lloyds Bank, 1 Legg Street, Essex, CM1 1JS.

Independent Examiner
Nicola Anderson FCA FCIE, 189 Baldwins Lane, Croxley Green, Rickmansworth, Herts, WD3 3LL.
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FINANCIAL REVIEW
Like many charities across the UK, our charitable activities and funding priorities were
significantly impacted by Covid-19. Our strategic aims – developing our international
accreditation strategy, establishing a bursary for World Class schools and students, and
creating events and opportunities for alumni students – have by necessity been put on hold.
The scaling back of in-person events and non-essential activities in 2020 meant we were
able to end the year with sufficient reserves to see us through the longer-term effects of the
pandemic into 2021, and by replacing events with Covid-friendly online events and
initiatives, we have done everything we can to provide ongoing and consistent support to
schools when they need it most.

2020 financial results show net receipts of £25,172. Added to the £9,726 brought forward
from 2019, 2020 ended with a balance of £34,898. Our limited capacity to diversify income
streams in 2020 meant 93% of receipts were raised through accreditation – 11% higher than
planned. Going forward we intend to revert to our plan for diversifying income streams to
help us grow the charity and fund or subsidise accreditation for World Class schools that
don’t have the financial means to access the benefits of accreditation.

All money received by the charity to date has been unrestricted income, used to fund the
assessment costs and other associated running and event costs necessary to fulfil our
charity aims and activities. Total receipts in 2020 decreased by 4% from 2019. Payments on
charitable activities decreased by 33%. This was partly due to the loss of events that in 2019
accounted for 8% of all payments, and partly due to reduced overheads and salaries due to
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home working, reduced working hours, and a three-month period where the Director chose
not to take a salary to support the financial viability of the charity.

Statement of receipts and payments for the year ended 31 December
2020
2020
£

2019
£

66,400
3,375
1,089
809
71,673

68,750
4,500
991
558
74,799

22,500
10,648
5,250
1,830
255
935
1,638
1,970
875
600
46,501

30,000
11,553
8,750
6,454
3,488
1,915
2,540
3,756
432
600
69,488

Net receipts for the year
Bank balance brought forward

25,172
9,726

5,311
4,415

BANK BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD

34,898

9,726

Receipts
Accreditation and reaccreditation fees
Sponsorship
Recognised suppliers
Merchandise
Total receipts
Payments
Director’s fees
Project manager’s fees
Assessment manager fee
Other assessment and accreditation costs
Awards ceremony
Symposium
Merchandise
Office space
Other overhead costs
Fundraising fee
Independent Examiner’s fee
Trustee remuneration and reimbursed expenses
Total payments

Statement of assets and liabilities as at 31 December 2020
2020
www.worldclass-schools.org

2019
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Monetary Assets
Bank account
Non-monetary assets
Debtors
Stock of merchandise
Non-monetary liabilities
Creditors and accrued costs

£

£

34,898

9,726

9,262
3,165

570
1,370

(900)

(1,150)

Approved by the trustees on 5th October 2021 and signed on their behalf by

M O’Connor, Chair of the Trustees

J Toner, Trustee
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Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees for the year ended 31
December 2020
I report to the Trustees on my examination of the accounts of World Class Schools Quality Mark
(charity no. 1176813) for the year ended 31 December 2020 which are set out on page 31.

Responsibilities and Basis of Report
As the trustees of the charity you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance
with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’).
I report in respect of my examination of the charity’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the
2011 Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by
the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent examiner’s statement
I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect:
1. Accounting records were not kept in respect of the charity as required by section 130 of the Act;
or
2. The accounts do not accord with those records.
I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.
Nicola Anderson FCA FCIE
Chartered Accountant and Independent Examiner
189 Baldwins Lane, Croxley Green, Rickmansworth, Herts, WD3 3LL
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Dated: 5th October 2021
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JOIN US
To date WCSQM has accredited almost 100 secondary, primary, special and international
schools UK wide using an assessment framework that gives schools a unique platform from
which to enhance the education they offer to their students. By assessing students
individually, WCSQM identifies skills and competencies that gives students the best the
greatest chance of success as they transition from school to further education and on to the
workplace.

As a charity with a growing cohort of non-selective World Class schools and thousands of
students, our aim going forward is to work closely with accredited schools to help them
build on the lessons learned during the assessment process to give their students the best
possible experiences and opportunities that rival those offered by the best private schools in
the UK.

How you can work with us
We’re always very happy to work with Higher Education providers, and employers providing
graduate and apprenticeship schemes, who have a vested interest in providing access to
education and employment opportunities to high achieving students, often from
disadvantaged backgrounds.

We also welcome support from grant making bodies and sponsors with an interest in
supporting the development of high-quality education for non-selective state schools in the
UK.

If you would like to discuss partnership initiatives and ideas for supporting our work and
reaching the schools and students we work with, please do get in touch.
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info@worldclass-schools.org
+44 (0) 1727 576 047
Harpenden Hall, Southdown Road, Harpenden AL5 1TE
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